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   Miss REMOND, having stated the subject of her lecture, 

rem[a]rked that she appeared as the agent of no society— 

speaking simply on her own responsibility, of her own 

knowledge and experience; but that in feeling and in prin- 

ciple she was identified with the Ultra-abolitionists of Ame- 

rica. She continued:—Although the anti-slavery enter- 

prise was begun some thirty years ago, the evil is still 

rampant in the land. As there are some young people 

present—and I am glad to see them here, for it is important 

that they should understand this subject—I shall briefly 

explain that there are thirty-two states, sixteen of which 

are free and sixteen slave stat[e]s. The free states are in the 

north. The political feelings in the north and south are 

essentially different, so is the social life. In the north, 

democracy, not what the Americans call democracy, but 

the true principle of equal rights, prevails—I speak of the 

white population, mind—wealth is abundant; the country, 

in every material sense, flourishes. In the south, aristocratic 

feelings prevail, labour is dishonourable, and five millions 

of poor whites live in the most degrading ignorance and 

destitution. I might dwell long on the miserable condition 

of these poor whites, the indirect victims of slavery; but I 

must go on to speak of the four millions of slaves. The 

slaves are essentially things, with no rights, political, social, 

domestic, or religious: the absolute victims of all but irre- 

sponsible power. For the slave there is no home, no love, 

no hope, no help; and what is life without hope? No writer 

can describe the slave’s life; it cannot be told; the fullest 

description ever given to the world does but skim over the 

surface of this subject. You may infer something of the 

state of society in the southern states when I tell you there 

are eight hundred thousand mulattoes, nine-tenths of whom 

are the children of white fathers, and these are constantly 

sold by their parents, for the slave follows the condition of 
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the mother. Hence we see every shade of complexion 

amongst the slaves, from the blackest African hue to that 

of women and men in whose cheeks the lily and the rose vie 

for predominance. To describe to you the miserable poor 

whites of the south, I need only quote the words of Mr. 

Helper, a southern, in his important work on slavery, and  

the testimony also of a Virginian gentleman of my acquaint[-] 

ance. The five millions poor whites are most of them in as 

gross a state of ignorance as Mrs. Stowe’s “Topsey,” in 

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” The free coloured people of the 

northern states are, for no crime but merely the fact of 

complexion[,] deprived of all political and social rights. 

Whatever wealth or eminence in intellect and refinement 

they may attain to, they are treated as outcasts; and white 

men and women who identify themselves with them are sure 

to be insulted in the grossest manner. I do not ask your 

political int[e]rference in any way. This is a moral question. 

Even in America the Abolitionists generally disclaim every 

other ground but the moral and religious one on which this 

matter is based. You sen[d] missionaries to the heathen; I 

tell you of professing Christians practising what is worse 

than any heathenism on record. How is it that we have 

come to this state of things, you ask. I reply, the whole 

power of the country is in the hands of the slaveholders. 

For more than thirty years we have had a slaveholding 

President, and the slave power has been dominant. The 

consequence has been a series of encroachments, until now 

at last the slave trade is re-opened and all but legitimised 

in America. It was a sad backward step when England 

last year fell into the trap laid by America and surrendered 

the right of search. Now slavers ply on the seas which were 

previously guarded by your ships. We have, besides, an 

international slave trade. We have states where, I am 
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ashamed to say, men and women are reared, like cattle, for 

the market. When I walk through the streets of Manches- 

ter and meet load after load of cotton, I think of those 

eighty thousand cotton plantations on which was grown the 

one hundred and twenty-five millions of dollars’ worth of 

cotton which supply your market, and I remember that not  

one cent of that money ever reached the hands of the 

[labourers]. Here is an incident of slave life for you—an 

incident of common occurrence in the south. In March, 

1859, a slave auction took place in the city of Savannah. 

Three hundred and forty-three slaves, the property of 

Pie[r]ce Butler—the husband of your own Fanny Kemble— 

were sold, regardless of every t[i]e of flesh and blood; old 

men and maidens, young men, and babes of fifteen months— 

there was but one question about them, and that was decided 

at the auction block. Pierce Butler, the owner, resides in 

Philadelphia, and is a highly-respected citizen and a mem- 

ber of a church. He was reputed a kind master, who rarely 

separated the families of his slaves. The financial crisis 

took place, and I have given you the result of this human 

property. But Mr. Butler has in no wise lost caste 

amongst his friends; he still moves in the most re- 

spectable society, and his influence in his church is so 

great that, with other members, he has procured the re- 

moval from the pulpit of the Rev. Dudley Ting, who had 

uttered a testimony against slavery; and in that pulpit, the 

man who now preaches, Mr. Pr[e]ntice by name, is the owner 

of a hundred slaves. Such is the state of public opinion in 

America, and you find the poison running through every- 

thing. With the exception of the Abolitionists, you will find 

people of all cla[ss]es thus contaminated. The whole army 

and navy of the United States are pledged to pursue and 

shoot down the poor fugitives, who, panting for liberty, fly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



September 17, 1859 
Remond, [Sarah Parker] 

Manchester Weekly Times 

Black Abolitionist Archives, Doc. No. 21048   Page 4 

 

to C[a]nada, to seek the security of the British flag. All 

de[n]ominations of professing Christians are guilty of sus- 

taining or defending slavery. Even the Qu[a]kers must be 

included in this rule. Now I ask for your sympathy and 

your influence, and whoever asked English men and women 

in vain. Give us the power of your public opinion, it has 

great weight in America. Words spoken here are read 

there as no words written in America are read. Lord 

Brougham’s testimony on the first of August resounded 

through America; your Clarkson and your Wilberforce are 

names of strength to us. I ask you, raise the moral public 

opinion until its voice reaches the American shores. Aid 

us thus until the shackles of the American slave melt like 

dew before the morning sun. I ask for especial help from 

the women of England. Women are the worst victims of 

the slave power. I am met on every hand by the cry, 

“Cotton!” cotton!” I cannot stop to speak of cotton 

while men and women are being brutalised. But there is an 

answer for the cotton cry too, and the argument is an un- 

answerable one. Before concluding, I shall give you a few 

passages from the laws of the slave states. By some of 

these laws, free coloured people may be arrested in the dis- 

charge of their lawful business; and, if no papers attestin[g] 

th[e]ir freedom be found on them, they are committed to gaol; 

and, if not claimed within a limited time, they may be sold 

to pay the gaol fees. By another law, any person who speaks 

at the bar, bench, on the stage, or in private, to the slaves, 

so as to excite insurrection, or brings any paper or pamphlet 

of such nature into the state, shall be imprisoned for not 

less than three, or more than twenty-one years; or shall 

suffer death as the judge decides. I could read such laws 

for hours, but I shall only add that in Maryland there is at 

present a gentleman in prison, condemned for ten years, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



September 17, 1859 
Remond, [Sarah Parker] 

Manchester Weekly Times 

Black Abolitionist Archives, Doc. No. 21048   Page 5 

 

because a copy of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” was found in his 

possession. The laws are equally severe against teaching a 

slave to read—against teaching even the name of the good 

God. In conclusion, Miss Remond made another powerful 

appeal for sympathy and help. 

   Rev. F. BISHOP moved a resolution expressive of thanks 

to Miss Remond, for her able and eloquent lecture, and of 

admiration of her courageous and disinterested labours as 

an Abolitionist in her own country. 

   Mr. NELSON seconded the resolution, which was carried 

with hearty acclamation. 

   Rev. Dr. BEARD, in conclusion, called on the audience to 

pass a resolution expressive of their abhorrence of this 

monstrous iniquity, and have them welcome the Rev. S. J. 

May, of Syracuse, New York, one of the oldest and most 

thorough Abolitionists of America. (Cheers.) 

   HENRY VINCENT, Esq., warmly seconded the resolution. 

He counted himself fortunate to attend this meeting. All 

his sympathies, from the time he first began to think, had 

been for freedom and with the Abolitionists. They had heard 

the cause modestly and nobly advocated that evening by a 

woman. He was delighted with the earnest, patient, affec- 

tionate appeal from this American lady. He tendered his 

full sympathy. (Applause.) 

   The resolution having been carried, 

   Rev. S J. May said: I thank you for the warm welcome 

you have given me. I accept it, not for myself, as an indi- 

vidual, but as the representative of the American Abolition- 

ists. As noble men and women as live are these Abolition- 

ists, and the greatest of them is William Lloyd Garrison. I 

am convinced that, after he has passed away from earth, he 

will ere long be regarded as the first man America has pro- 

duced in this century. It was my privilege to be in Boston 
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in 18[2]9, when, after returning from his incarceration in 

Baltimore, on account of his advocacy of the cause of the 

slave, Mr. Garrison gave his first abolition lecture. I went 

to the meeting and saw for the first time this noble man, 

then some twenty-two or twenty-three years of age. Never 

was my heart so touched, my soul so stirred, as when I 

heard him describing, as I [n]ever heard before or since de- 

scribed, the system of slavery which he had witnessed in the 

south. I listened with breathless attention, and said to the 

one next to me, “That young man has the spirit of a pro- 

phet; that young man will stir our nation to its founda- 

tions.” I cannot tell why I said so, but I felt it, and the 

result has proved all that I anticipated. After the mee[t]ing 

I went up to Mr. Garrison, and said, “I am not prepared to 

embrace all you have said; there is much involved in this 

question; but I am prepared to embrace you.” Since then 

he has been maligned as no other man in the United States. 

A rew[ar]d has been offered for his head, he has been called 

by every evil name; but who can forget that Another, a 

greater r[ef]ormer and a far higher and holier being than he, 

the blessed Son of God, was called Beelzebub? Is it any 

wonder, then, that this humble follower in the footsteps of 

the Redeemer has been called by opprobrious epithets? I 

never met a man more gentle, more kind, more thoroughly 

alive to all the humanities; and yet, if we are to believe 

the papers, he is the enemy of all mankind, simply 

because he speaks the truth. Let me say to you we do look 

back to England, [as] my country woman has told you, for aid 

in this struggle for humanity. Essentially it is a religious 

movement, not a political one; a moral and religious move- 

ment. As such it claims the sympathy of all civilised people, 

but especially it claims English sympathy and help. The 

r[e]ligious denominations are, as you have heard, for the most 
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p[a]rt against us. Never shall I forget the first day I s[poke] 

with Mr. Garrison, the day after the meeting I have r[eferred] 

to, w[he]n he read to me letters he had prepared to the leading 

men in the different seets, telling them what he had seen in 

the south, and calling on them to aid the cause of abolition. 

Dr. Barnes, of Philadelphia, whose name is known to many 

of you as a lear[n]ed commentator, has said that no power 

out of the American Chu[r]ch could sustain slavery, if it were 

not sustained in it Do you wonder then that Garrison has 

[spoken against American Christianity?] He had reason; but 

he has never spoken against the religion of the Redeemer. 

When he began h[i]s work, he was a member of a church. Do 

you wonder that, when he was refused every church in 

Boston to lecture in—when, year after year, he made ineffec- 

tual appeals to the different seets to move in this matter, 

of such vital importance to the morals and religion of the  

country—do you wonder that he lost faith in such churches? 

About the year 1831 to 1835 the sum of five thousand 

dollars was offered to the American Bible Society if they 

would employ it to circulate the Bible in the slave states. 

They refused the offer, and at a later date they published 

and circulated a document to prove that the Bible sanction[s] 

slavery. The Bible sanction a system which violates every 

one of the commandments and tramples them under its feet! 

I ask you, who are the enemies of the Bible, the Abolitionist[s,] 

who would have given it to the slave, or the American Bible 

Society, who published such a calumny upon the sacre[d] 

volume? The American Tract Society, consisting of members 

and ministers of all the orthodox denominations in the 

country, is in a similar position to the Bible Society. A 

gentleman lately offered a prize for a tract on the “Influence 

of Slavery.” It was adjudged to be an excellent essay, but 

the Tract Society refused to give it circulation. In the 250 
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millions of publications that have gone out under the 

auspices of this society there h[as] not been one word on the 

subject of slavery. But this is not all. Only last spring, 

when the slave trade was re-opened, it was proposed to send 

out a tract to oppose the re-opening, but the society refused 

to do so. Again, you will scarcely believe it when I tell you, 

but it is nevertheless true, that if that young lady who has ad- 

dressed you so eloquently this evening, were to travel in our 

southern states she would be arrested and most probably 

sold as a slave. In 1836, when I was the general agent of 

the American Anti-slavery Society, it occurred to me that 

we were too unmindful of what was going on in the midst 

of us, and in two days I found twenty-six well attested 

cases of men who had been thus taken either on board 

vessels trading with the south, or in the pursuit of their 

lawful business. I would ask you to appeal to your parlia- 

ment, and protest against the re-opening of the African 

slave trade. Surely your country will not stand by and see 

the abominable traffic re-opened. Ask your government 

to communicate with our government, for governments are 

but men; let them refer to former treaties, and let the 

mischief be put a stop to. I have no doubt our govern- 

ment would listen to such negotiations; it does not sanction 

the slave trade, but our constitution is such, that slavers 

have been able to land their cargoes in many part la[te]ly. 

You will understand me when I explain that we are thirty- 

two republics united in one. The power of the Union is a 

limited one; but we have one grand tribunal at Washing- 

ton, and its decision is final. Besides this, in each state 

there is a district United States’ court, and the cases 

referred to have been adjudged in these courts. A slaver 

lands a cargo of slaves from Africa, inquiry is made, a 

court held in the nearest city of the state[—]a slave state 
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mind, with slaveholders for judges, and slaveholders for 

jury, and the consequence is an acquittal. We have not 

yet been able to obtain an appeal to the supreme court, 

but if a case were brought before it I have no doubt we 

should have a just decision.—Mr. May was loudly and 

warmly cheered throughout his speech. 

   Rev. S. A. STEINTHAL proposed that something practical 

should be done. As members of religious denominations 

let them communicate with those of their own name who 

were implicated in American slavery, and protest against 

defiling their religious enterprises with any such accomplices

in iniquity. They ought to sympathise with those noble 

men and women who had battled long in the anti-slavery 

cause, and send them what assistance they could, for it was 

in America the struggle must take place. (Cheers.) 
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