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   The Rev. N. PAUL then came forward and 

said— 

   In rising to address an audience of this de- 

scription, I shall not offer an apology, because  

I consider it to be unnecessary.  Nature has  

furnished me with an apology in the complex- 

ion that I wear, and that shall speak in my be- 

half.  (Cheers.) 

   Allow me to say that Mr. Garrison has, for  

many years past, devoted himself exclusively  

to the interest of the slaves and the free peo- 

ple of color in the United States of America.   

He requires, however, no commendation from  

me, or from any other gentleman whatever;  

‘the tree is known by its fruits,’ and ‘out of  

the abundance of the heart, the mouth speak- 

eth.’  But if there be any necessity for calling  

evidence in favor of that gentleman, there is  

an abundance, demonstrating that he has  

acted a most disinterested part on behalf  

of those whose cause he has espoused.  It  

has been his lot to make large sacrifices, in  

order that he might be enabled to pursue the  

object of his heart’s desire.  He might have  

swum upon the tide of popular applause, and  

have had the great and the noble of our coun- 

try on his side, who would now have been ap- 

plauding him, instead of persecuting him as  

the disturber of the peace and tranquillity of  

the nation, if he had not lifted up his voice on  

behalf of the suffering slaves.  (Hear, hear.)   
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To my certain knowledge, when he commenc- 

ed his career, it was under the most unfavor- 

able circumstances.  No one stood forward in  

his defence, and he was under the necessity  

of adopting and pursing a system of the most  

rigid economy, in order that he might be sus- 

tained while he was engaged in the important  

work he had undertaken. 

   [The CHAIRMAN here rose and said − I see 

that the gentleman, who wishes to speak in 

favor of the colonization scheme, is withdraw- 

ing; but if he will wait till our regular busi- 

ness is gone through, I shall be happy to sit 

any length of time to hear an advocate of that 

Society.  (Cheers.)  Let us, however, first 

know that he is authorized to speak on its be- 

half.  If our friend, Dr. Hodgkin, whom I see 

sitting by his side, will declare him to be the 

representative of Mr. Cresson, I shall be most 

happy to have a fair discussion − it is what of 

all things we wish for.  We want the points 

at issue fairly met.  (Cheers.) 

   The Rev. Mr. ABRAHAMS said, that he had 

long been a resident of North America, and 

he wished to vindicate the American Coloni- 

zation Society against the calumrious asper- 

sions that had been cast upon it.  He was as 

much a friend to the blacks as any one present. 

   DANIEL O’CONNELL, Esq. said − It will be 

unnecessary to put the gentleman under the  

necessity of showing that he comes here in a  

delegated capacity.  If he remains here till 
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the business is closed, whoever he represents, 

it is our business to gather the truth.  If he 

comes forward like myself, as an abolitionist, 

though he may be mistaken, we will respect 

his motives.  (Cheers.)] 

   The Rev. N. PAUL resumed − But it is not  

merely the sacrifice that Mr. Garrison has  

made, or the rigid system of economy that he  

has adopted, that speaks on his behalf; but  

the suffering that he has endured likewise  

recommend him to the attention of every phi- 

lanthropist.  This gentleman has suffered forty- 

nine days incarceration in a prison in the city  

of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, because  

he had the hardihood to engage in defence  

of the suffering slaves in that State.  The fact  

of Mr. Garrison’s imprisonment has been loud- 

ly sounded throughout this country.  The  

agent of the American Colonization Society  

has seen fit to represent Mr. Garrison as a  

mere pamphleteer, as the editor of a negro  

newspaper in the United States, and as a con- 

victed libeller.  This is the manner in which  

this gentlemen has been spoken of in this  

country, by the agent of the American Colo- 

nization Society.  And does that agent  

suppose that by such mere slang he can lower  

Mr. Garrison in the estimation of the British  

public?  The simpleton reminds me of another  

of whom I have heard, who, for some cause or  

other, became exceedingly exasperated at the  

 

 
 
 
 

   Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



July 13, 1833 
Paul, Nathaniel 

Speeches Delivered at the Anti-Colonization  
Meeting in Exeter Hall, London 

Presscopy—Friends Historical Library Swarthmore College  
   

Black Abolitionist Archives, Doc. No. 00611   Page 4 

moon, and stood the whole night angrily shak- 

ing his fist at it, but could not reach it.  

(Cheers.) 

   I make no complaint against the agent of  

the American Colonization Society for stating  

the fact that Mr. Garrison was convicted, and  

thrown into prison in the United States; it is  

a fact, and he had a right to the advantage of  

it whenever he saw fit.  I only blame him be- 

cause, in stating it, he did not tell the cause  

why − who the persons were at whose instiga- 

tion it was done − or the character of the court  

that condemned him.  Inasmuch as that gen- 

tleman did not perform that part of his duty,  

if you will allow me I will undertake to dis- 

charge it for him. 

   Perhaps it is not generally known that in  

the United States of America − that land of  

freedom and equality − the laws are so exceed- 

ingly liberal that they give to man the liberty  

of purchasing as many negroes as he can find  

means to pay for, (hear, hear,) and also the  

liberty to sell them again.  In consequence of  

this, a regular system of merchandize is estab- 

lished in the souls and bodies of our fellow  

creatures.  It so happened that a very large  

number of mercantile gentlemen resided in  

the city of Baltimore and its vicinity, who were  

engaged in this traffic; and Mr. Garrison had  

the impudence, the unblushing effrontery to  

state, in a public newspaper, that this traffic  

was a direct violation of the laws of God, and  
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contrary to the principles of human nature.   

(Cheers.)  This was the crime of which he  

was convicted.  And now I will tell you the  

character of the judicial tribunal before which  

the conviction took place.  Allow me to say,  

and let that suffice, that the judges of the court  

were slaveholders, (hear, hear,) and the jury  

likewise.  Had it been the case that such men  

as WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, THOMAS CLARK- 
SON, THOMAS FOWELL BUXON, JAMES CROP- 

PER, and in addition to these, the honorable  

gentleman who sits on my right, (Mr. O’CON- 

NELL,) (cheers,) and had these gentlemen in  

the place where Mr. Garrison resided pursued  

the course they have adopted in this country,  

they would have been indicted, convicted, and  

thrown into prison.  In regards to my friend on  

my right, (Mr. O’Connell,) I know not what  

they would have done with him: he could  

have expected no quarters whatever.  (Laugh- 

ter and cheers.)  I believe he has more than  

once arraigned the American Republic before  

the British community, before God, and before  

the world, as the most detestable political  

hypocrite in the world.  And this is not all.   

I may say, in addition, that that Court and  

that Jury would have convicted the whole  

Anti-Slavery Society of this country, and would  

have transported them all to Liberia as the  

punishment of their crimes.  (Laughter and  

loud cheers.) 
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   These are the causes and these the reasons  

why our friend, Mr. Garrison, was imprisoned;  

and as I said before, tho’ I have no complaint 

to make against the agent of that benevolent  

institution, as it is called − the American Colo- 

nization Society − for stating that Mr. Garrison  

was cast into prison; yet I submit that, in  

connexion with it, he ought to have told the  

reason why it took place.  But I shall leave  

this GARRISON to itself.  It possesses, I be- 

lieve, ammunition enough to defend itself  

from any attack that may be made upon it,  

either by the agent of that Society, or the gen- 

tleman who has appeared here to plead on its  

behalf this morning. (Loud applause.) 

   I now come directly to express my views in  

relation to the American Colonization Society. 

   As a colored man, and as a citizen of the  

United States, it necessarily follows that I  

must feel more deeply interested in its opera- 

tion, than any other individual present.  In  

relation to the Society, I know not which is  

the most detestable in my view − its CRUELTY,  

or its HYPOCRISY.  Both of these are charac- 

teristics of its whole operation. 

   I brand it as a cruel institution, and one of  

the most cruel that has ever been brought into  

existence by the ingenuity of man.  If I am  

asked, why it is cruel?  I answer, in the first  

place, because it undertakes to expel from  

their native country hundreds of thousands of  

unoffending and inoffensive individuals, who,  
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in time of war, have gone forth into the field  

of battle, and have contended for the liberties  

of that country.  Why does it seek to expel  

them?  Because the God of heaven has given  

them a different complexion from themselves.   

(Cheers.)  I say it is a cruel institution, be- 

cause it seeks to rob the colored men in that  

country of every right, civil, political or relig- 

ious, to which they are entitled by the Amer- 

ican Declaration of Independence.  It is  

through the influence of that Society, to the  

everlasting disgrace of a land boasting of lib- 

erty and equality, that there are laws enacted  

which absolutely forbid the instruction of the  

slave, or even the free person of color, in the  

use of letters.  I say it is a cruel institution,  

because in addition to this, it has also been  

the means of having laws enacted which pre- 

vents them from meeting together to pay  

homage to their Creator, and worship the God  

who made them.  I might go on enumerating  

instances of cruelty, and show to this meeting  

that even combinations have been formed in  

what are called free States, under the in- 

fluence of this Society, not to give to the col- 

ored man employment, but to rob him of the  

means of gaining his livelihood, that he may  

thereby be compelled to leave the land of his  

nativity, and go to Africa. 

   In the next place, I condemn the Society  
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on account of its hypocrisy; and this, I be- 

lieve, will be detested wherever it appears, by  

every honest man.  And wherein does that  

hypocrisy consist or appear?  I mean more  

particularly in regard to the representations  

which have been made of the Society in this  

country.  It comes to Great Britain, and be- 

gins to talk about the evils of slavery, pitying  

the condition of unhappy victims of cruelty  

and oppression in the United States of Ame- 

rica; and it tells the British public that its ob- 

ject is to do away with slavery, and to eman- 

cipate those who are in bondage.  What  

Briton’s heart is there but responds to such a  

sentiment as this?  (Cheers.)  Englishmen  

are seeking for the liberation of the slaves;  

and, giving credit to the reports which they  

have heard respecting the American Coloniza- 

tion Society, without examining its principles,  

many benevolent individuals in this country  

have come forward and freely contributed to  

its funds.  But instead of the institution being  

the enemy of slavery; instead of its being  

formed for the purpose of annihilating the sys- 

tem; its object is to perpetuate it, and render  

more secure the property of man in man.  I  

will shew to the meeting, in a few words, that  

its object cannot be the abolition of slavery,  

because through a hundred of its organs it has  

over and over again denounced the proposition  

of liberating the slaves, except on condition  

of their being transported to Africa.  And  
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now let the audience understand, that, at the  

present time, there are upwards of 2,000,000  

of slaves in the United States, and that their  

annual increase is more than 60,000.  If sla- 

very, therefore, is to be abolished only as those  

who shall be emancipated are transported from  

the United States to Africa, we ask, when is  

slavery to cease in that country?  The Colo- 

nization Society, with all the efforts that it can  

bring to bear, cannot transport the annual in- 

crease of the slaves, (hear, hear,) and, there- 

fore, if no other means be adopted for the  

abolition of slavery in America, its extinction  

will not take place until the last trumpet shall  

sound. (Immense applause.)   

   Again I repeat, it is hypocritical, because it  

professes to be the friend of the free people  

of color, and to pity their present condition;  

and hence it says, ‘It seeks to promote their  

welfare.’  That gentleman (Mr. Abrahams)  

tells us that he is acquainted with the people  

of North America, and that this Society is  

formed, in part, for the benefit of the free peo- 

ple of color.  Does that gentleman know that  

when an effort was made at New-Haven, two  

or three years since, to establish a College  

for the instruction of the free people of color, − 

notwithstanding New-Haven is within the  

boundaries of that part of the country which is  

called the ‘free States,’ − yet the supporters of  

the Society came forward, held a meeting, and  

passed the most spirited resolution against  
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the establishment of that institution in the  

city?  (Hear, hear!)  Does that gentleman  

know that in the same State, a white female,  

in endeavoring to establish a school for the in- 

struction of colored females, has been most  

inhumanly assailed by the advocates of the  

Colonization Society, who, in town meetings,  

passed resolutions against her benevolent ob- 

ject, as spirited as if the cholera were about to  

break out in the village, and they by a single  

effort of this kind could hinder its devastations?    

They could not have acted with more prompt- 

ness, and energy, and violence, than they did,  

in persecuting this excellent lady, because her  

compassion led her to espouse the cause of  

the suffering blacks.  (Cheers.)  They were  

ready to expel her from the country.  I could  

relate many facts with regard to that part of  

the country, for which the Rev. gentleman  

contends, and show that, instead of the Ame- 

rican Colonization Society seeking the welfare  

of the free people of color, it is their most bit- 

ter enemy.  Whenever it speaks of this class,  

both in public and in private, it calumniates  

and abused them in the most extravagant  

manner, as its reports will abundantly show.   

   Wishing to be brief, and knowing that there  

are gentlemen present who will address you  

with more interest than I can, (hear, hear,)  

I will make but one remark more, and the re- 

spects the designs of this Society, with regard  
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to Africa.  O, bleeding, suffering Africa!  We  

hear of the sad condition which that country  

is in; it is enveloped in darkness, infinitely  

deeper than the sable hue of its degraded sons.   

The vilest superstition there abounds; and  

hence this Society represents it as their ob- 

ject to let in the rays of the gospel, and en- 

lighten the people.  But, according to their  

own reports, whom do they select as instru- 

ments to spread civilization and christianity?   

People not fit to live in America − people who  

are a disgrace to that country.  (Hear, hear.)   

I pity Africa as much as any man; I want her  

to be enlightened; but let us send men who  

are enlightened themselves.  If we mean to  

evangelize Africa, let us at least send Chris- 

tians there to do the work.  (Cheers.) 

   Mr. Garrison has well remarked that the  

free people of color, in the United States, are  

opposed to this Society.  I will venture to as- 

sert that I am as extensively acquainted with  

them, throughout both the free and slave  

States, as any man in that country; and I do  

not know of a solitary colored individual who  

entertains the least favorable view of the  

American Colonization Society; but, in every  

way, they possibly could, they have expressed  

their disapprobation of it.  They have said to  

the Society, ‘Let us alone.’ 

   The argument which is brought by the  

friends of the Society in favor of colonization  

is, that the white population of America can  
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never amalgamate or live on terms of equality  

with the blacks.  Be it so.  Let it be admit- 

ted that their prejudices are strong.  All that  

I will say is, that if such be the case, they  

ought not to send an agent to this country to  

ask assistance to enable them to gratify a pre- 

judice of which they ought to be ashamed.  

(Cheers.) 
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