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   William Andrew Jackson, the escaped coach-

man of Jefferson Davis, addressed the meeting in

support of the resolution, and was received with

immense applause.  After expressing his gratitude

for the hearty welcome tendered to him, he said

he had lived twenty-nine years and six months in

slavery, and was just thirty years of age.  He had

experienced both good and bad usage, but had

from his earliest days longed to gain his freedom.

It was false to say that the slaves as  a class did

not desire freedom.  They had been praying for

years for the election of an abolitionist for Presi-

dent.  Hundreds and thousands had escaped since

Mr. Lincoln came into office.  Jefferson Davis had

hired him of a Mr. W. A. Tyler as coachman, at

the rate of 250 dollars a-year, and had given secu-

rity for [800] dollars in the event of his escaping.

That money would have to be paid if he did not re-

turn on the 25th of the present month.  He had

written to Jefferson Davis, telling him he was sorry

to put him to the trouble of paying the money, as

he knew money was very scarce in the South.  He

also told him that he had not taken a drop of in-

toxicating drink since he had been in England—

proving that, though a slave, he was able to take

care of himself.  He asked for the sympathy of

Englishmen on behalf of his brethren in bondage,

and of those who were fighting for their freedom.

He look forward to the 1st of January as a day

of jubilee.  (The above is a mere outline of Jack-

son’s speech, which, though delivered in a thorough

genuine negro manner, indicated the possession of

no small amount of common sense, intelligence,

and humour.)


